OF CHRIST!

Leap of Faith
N O V E M B E R 2013

Forever Relying On God

COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM

vvv

A NEW CHAPTER FOR ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH

F. R. O. G.

Habitat Houses on Erwin Street. There are 7
built so far. Four of us recently helped paint
the inside of one house.

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!

Denny – Ready for action (painting).
Serendipity…….Mary Ellen reconnected with
her daughter’s friend, Nicole whose house
we painted.

The Adamson’s - George - Are we done yet?

TIME CHANGE
NEXT WEEKEND
Remember to change
your clocks back an
hour next Sunday.
Daylight Savings
Time ends.
COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters (U.S. would be best) just lying on your
dresser or counter? Put it to good use by donating
this month to HABITAT FOR HUMANITY at Sunday
morning Worship Services.
We collected $50 in change for Little Cherubs Preschool. Thank you!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in the activities room or
lobby. Volunteers pick up donations
2nd Tuesdays.
On the last Sunday of the month,
food items will be dedicated in the
Worship Service.

CONSISTORY MEETING – Monday, November 11,
6:30 pm, Greenleaf Health Campus

NOVEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS
Nov. 03 Laura Doty
(Communion Sunday)
Liturgist - Wayne Knudson
10 Pastor Jeffrey Smith
Liturgist - Courtney Papa
17 Pastor Jeffrey Smith
Liturgist – Kelly Harris
24 Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, NW Assoc. Pastor
Liturgist - Mary Ellen Harris

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
This year, St. John’s will be having a Bake Sale
(& Coffee) Table at the Brentwood Christmas
Bazaar on Saturday, December 7th. 9:00 am to
2:00 pm. Eastlake Terrace will also be joining in
at the Brentwood location.
If you would like to donate baked goods or in
other ways, please call. 293-7481 or 266-9064.
CHILDREN’S FOLDERS AT WORSHIP SERVICE
There are activity folders available for children
during Worship. Please ask one of the ushers.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Greenleaf Health Campus,
1201 E. Beardsley Street
nd
2 & 4th Wednesdays of the month
3:00 pm
November 13 & 27
Come and join us!
CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas) Kevin Harris
Dennis Harris
Sheila Papa
Elders
Courtney Papa (Pres) Jean Quillin (VP)
Mary Ellen Harris
Jan Adamson (Sec)

November 11, 2013
HAPPY VETERANS DAY!

ST. JOHN’S UCC ANNUAL
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Notice to all members – Sunday,
November 17 is our annual meeting. It will be held following the
10:15 am Worship Service, in the
Activities Room at Eastlake Terrace.

Birth Announcements
Congratulations to Gary & Lori Beber on the birth
of their first grandchild, Christian Alexander, born
on Sunday, October 20 to Carol Ann and Chris
Torres.
Congratulations to Adolf & Susi Lehner on the
birth of their first grandchild. Kelanie Joy was born
on Saturday, October 12, to Gabi & Chuck Zook.

NOVEMBER
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
and
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
TO ALL THIS MONTH!

PRAYER
Thank you, God, for being as far away
as the distant star, and as close as my next
breath. Thank you that in Christ there is no east
or west or north or south, but one community of
love throughout the whole wide earth. Thank you
for all good gifts that surround us, and offer us
the opportunity to feel abundantly alive.
In Jesus' name. Amen.

Here’s an interesting link about
churches if you’d like to read it:
“Hello, My Name Is Church”
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/theunappreciated-pastor/hello-my-nameischurch_b_4124322.html?utm_hp_ref=religion

Rev. John Vertigan, IKC-UCC Conference Pastor

PRAYER WARRIORS
HOW TO OBSERVE THANKSGIVING
Count your blessings instead of your crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your fears.
Count your full years instead of your lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your mean.
Count your health instead of your wealth;
Count on God instead of yourself.
- Anonymous
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
NOVEMBER 28, 2013

The Prayer Warriors are praying for
any concerns or joys that you may
have. Please call Mary Ellen, 2937481 or Jan, 266-9064 with your
requests or email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com

Game Night
6:00 pm - Fri. Nov. 1st
Eastlake Terrace
Come & join in for a fun time
of playing games.

Conference E-Pistle
As I arise this day, I am mindful of the Psalmist's invitation to give praise to the God who reigns
from the place where the sun rises, all the way to the place where the sun sets. I am mindful
of the Psalmist's invitation to find God everywhere and in all things. And so, I offer praise and
prayer to the God who is from afar and who is yet very near.
I turn to the north and praise the God of creation for the gift of the earth. I remember that "in
the beginning, when God was creating the heavens and the earth, the earth was without form,
and void." I give thanks for a place to stand, a foundation under my feet and under my spirit.
The earth on which to live that reminds me I am in the world, and the creative work of God
that reminds me I am not of this world. I give thanks to the God of the north.
I turn to the south and praise the God of promises who promised a breath of renewal and an
air of refreshment. I remember Jesus saying, "I will send into your midst an Advocate, a Guide,
a Spirit who will be with you always." I give thanks for promises made, for a covenant with my
Creator, for an assurance that even though I walk through the valley of dark shadows, I am not
alone. I give thanks that when the sun sets I can be all but certain that it will rise again and
that when I am in difficult circumstances, I have an Advocate beside me.
I turn to the east and give thanks to the God of Pentecost who came in tongues of fire and
delivered on the promises made to the ancestors. I remember that everyone heard the good
news of Jesus in a way that was understandable, and I thank God for promises kept and for a
Spirit who understands my thoughts and the depths of my heart even when I can't put them
into appropriate words.
I turn to the west and give thanks to the God who stills the waters, and who quenches my
thirst when I am physically parched and spiritually dried up. I remember Jesus saying to God,
"Let it be this way for now." I remember Jesus being baptized in the Jordan. I remember that
people welcomed me in baptism, too, calling me into a community of care and concern and
making a place for me at the table of God's abundant feast. I thank God for the gift of the
water that was used to baptize me.
North, south, east, west - from the rising of the sun to the places where it sets. Earth, air, fire,
water - the elements of life that sustain us in our worldly journey. Creativity, advocacy,
understanding, community - the gifts of new life that bind us together.
It is good to give God thanks and praise, from the rising of the sun to the place where it sets.
There is God. Ever and always, world without end.
Take a moment today to give thanks for graces human and divine, and you might just feel
more alive. Be at peace, and be in touch, won't you. Reverend John Vertigan, Conference
Minister
j.vertigan@ikcucc.org

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY
All Saints Day
November 1, 2013
Daniel 7:1-3, 15(Sometimes observed on first 18
Sunday in November)
Psalm 149
Proper 26 (31)
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
November 3, 2013

Ephesians 1:11-23

Luke
6:20-31

Isaiah 1:10Habakkuk 1:1-4;
18
2:1-4
Psalm 119:137144

2 Thessalonians 1:1- Luke
Psalm 32:1- 4, 11-12
19:1-10
7

Haggai 1:15b-2:9
Proper 27 (32)
Twenty-Fifth Sunday after
Pentecost
November 10, 2013

Proper 28 (33)
Twenty-Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost
November 17, 2013

Psalm 145:1-5,
17-21
or
Psalm 98

Isaiah 65:17-25
Isaiah 12 **

Job 19:2327a
Psalm 17:19

Malachi
4:1-2a

Deuteronomy
26:1-11
Psalm 100

2 Thessalonians 3:6- Luke
13
21:5-19

Psalm 98

Reign of Christ - Proper 29
(34)
Jeremiah
Twenty-Seventh Sunday after Jeremiah 23:1-6 23:1-6
Pentecost
Luke 1:68-79 **
November 24, 2013
Psalm 46
Thanksgiving Day, USA
November 28, 2013

2 Thessalonians 2:1- Luke
5, 13-17
20:27-38

Colossians 1:11-20

Luke
23:33-43

CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Phone: 574-266-9064
c/o G. Adamson
Email: stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
2328 Kenilworth Dr.
Elkhart, In 46514
Website: www.stjohnsuccelkhart.com
Webmaster: Kevin Harris
Face Book - St. John’s United Church of Christ
Northwest Association IKC - www.nwaikcucc.org
Indiana-Kentucky Conference - www.ikc.org
United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org

