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ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH

OF CHRIST ELKHART, IN

JULY 2014
Celebrating 125 Years!
OUR HERITAGE OF JOY!
Excerpts From Laura Doty’s Message,
Sunday, June 29, 2014
Our name used to be all German.
We began as St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church which belonged to the
Evangelical Synod of North America.
Then in 1934 we merged with the
Reformed Church of the United States
to form the Evangelical Reformed
Church. We are a denomination of the
reformation.
In 1955 our church
merged with the Congregational and
Christian churches to form the United
Church of Christ that we have today.
At the present time, we are in talks to
merge with the Disciples of Christ. So
we are an evangelical and ecumenical
church meaning that we like to unite
with other denominations that have the
basic beliefs that Jesus Christ is the
head of the church, the word of God is
the guide of faith and life, and that
this gospel message is to be shared
with all the world.
In fact, the UCC motto is “that
they may all be one” taken from John
17:20-21. These words were spoken
by Jesus as he was preparing for His
crucifixion. His prayer to God was for

the disciples, and I believe,
all Christians today.
He
wants us all to be united in
love and grace.
As we
Christians minister to others,
we reveal Christ’s love to
everyone. This is the interpretation of these verses
offered by the Quest Bible.
This is the main way that
the gospel of Christ is communicated. You see, Christ is
depending on us to guard and
share the legacy of His
church with others. This is
the legacy of St. John’s and
all of those who began it 125
years ago.

See Page 2, Col. 1……………….

…………..

Our Heritage of Joy Continued

Our first church building was at the point
where Eden and Prairie Streets meet.
There is a large house there now. Records
show that there were just 12 families at
that time. In 1912, the building at Third
and Harrison was built for 85 families that
worshipped there. Today it is a small park
with part of the building surrounded by
benches right next to the License Bureau
downtown.
In 1979, I did some interviews for our
th
90 anniversary. It was in talking to the
older members at that time that I gained
further insights into our church history.
Willie and Pauline Priem told of Rev.
Konrad’s missionary experience in India inspiring St. John’s to form groups to
minister beyond our congregation. I heard
many wonderful stories of his service
beyond the pulpit growing up.
Our history is one of outreach to the
community and it brought us closer as a
congregation. Through the years we have
learned that it is not the location, or even
the building, but our faith and fellowship
that has allowed us to continue to love and
serve God in this community. As we seek to
continue to serve others, we find that we
truly are one in Jesus Christ.

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
If you have coins just lying around, they can be
put to good use by donating this quarter to
Susanna’s Kitchen at Sunday morning
Worship Services. Thank you!

FOOD PANTY DONATIONS
Donations welcome at Eastlake
Terrace for Church Community
Services Food Pantry. Bring anytime.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We have changed our meeting place!
Now we’re meeting at Golden Living
1001 W. Hively Avenue
nd
2 & 4th Wednesdays of the month
2:00 pm
July 9th and 23rd
Come and join us!
CONSISTORY MEETING
Monday, July 14, 6:30 pm.

DID YOU KNOW?
St. John’s has a service at
Brentwood every 3rd Sunday
afternoon - 2:30 pm
Come and join us!

JULY WORSHIP LEADERS
July 06 Laura Doty
Liturgist - George Adamson
13 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist - Courtney Papa
20 Rev. Helen Nusbaum
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris
27 To be announced
Liturgist - Kelly Harris

Thank you to everyone for
helping out!

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

JULY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
And
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
SERVICE OF THE PAST
On Sunday June 29, 2014, St. John’s UCC had a
special service to celebrate our heritage because St.
John’s turns 125 years old this year. Laura Doty led
us in the service in which parts of her message came
from a radio broadcast given by Rev. Konrad in 1936,
plus parts from interviews that Laura did for our 90th
birthday. Mary Ellen Harris led the congregation in
the Call to Worship with Psalm 100 from The
American Book of Church Services 1889 by Edward
Hungerford. Since our church comes from a German
background we had a guest, Brant Beckett, who read
The Lord’s Prayer and the 23rd Psalm in German.
We had a picture on the altar of the early pioneers
of our church. We also had the podium from our
church building on Harrison Street, as well as the
candelabras donated in 1926, and the cross that was
donated in 1943. More information on these can be
found under History on our quick links.
We all sang “Onward Christian Soldiers”, “Rock of
Ages”, “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”, and “God Be
With You” accompanied by Jan Adamson. These
were some of the beloved old hymns that we sang in
the past.
The Morning Prayer (in unison) was led by Mary
Ellen Harris: Dear God, we come before you this day,
mindful of how you led the founders to organize St.
John’s 125 years ago. You have been with us always
- through times of triumph, times of failure. Many,
O LORD, are your wonderful works. With thanksgiving for the past, with joy for the present, and

Everyone in July

with hope for the future, we celebrate
this anniversary. We praise you, O
God in this time of celebration. In
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
We had 45 people in attendance
which included residents of Eastlake
Terrace, life time members of St.
John’s, and long time members. After
the service, Brant took pictures of
“The New Pioneers”. Then some
members went out to eat, along with
Brant.
They enjoyed fellowship
together as well as a good meal.
We are so thankful to God for
leading St. John’s in the past and for
being our guide into the future.
Mary Ellen Harris

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY YEAR A
Genesis 24:34-38,
42-49, 58-67

Proper 9 (14)
Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
Psalm 45:10-17
July 6, 2014
or
Song of Solomon
2:8-13
Proper 10 (15)
Fifth Sunday after Genesis 25:19-34
Pentecost
July 13, 2014
Psalm 119:105-112
Proper 11 (16)
Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost
July 20, 2014

Proper 12 (17)
Seventh Sunday
after Pentecost
July 27, 2014

Zechariah 9:9-12
Psalm 145:8-14

Isaiah 55:10-13
Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13

Romans
7:15-25a

Romans 8:1- Matthew 13:1-9,
11
18-23

Wisdom of Solomon
Genesis 28:10-19a 12:13, 16-19
or
Romans
Psalm 139:1-12,
Isaiah 44:6-8
8:12-25
23-24
Psalm 86:11-17
Genesis 29:15-28
Psalm 105:1-11,
45b
or
Psalm 128

1 Kings 3:5-12
Psalm 119:129-136

PRAYER WARRIORS
Please call Mary Ellen, 293-7481 or Jan, 2669064 with your requests or email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com
CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas) Kevin Harris
Dennis Harris
Sheila Papa
Elders
Courtney Papa (Pres) Jean Quillin
Mary Ellen Harris (VP) Jan Adamson (Sec)

Matthew 11:1619, 25-30

Romans
8:26-39

Matthew 13:2430, 36-43

Matthew 13:3133, 44-5

GIVING WITH A THANKFUL HEART
The Church has received some very
special birthday gifts! One gave one
dollar for each year of St. John's life.
Others gave one dollar for each year of
their membership.
Has St. John's community blessed you?
Thank you for the special gifts!
COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM

Easy Access -We’re just inside the front

June 23, 2014
On Sunday, June 15, I presided at the final worship service of Faith UCC in Ft. Wayne, Ind.
Participation in the service pushed me to think about the concept and meaning of a church
legacy. A legacy is defined by Merriam-Webster as "something (such as property or money)
that is received from someone who has died" and as "something that happened in the past
or that comes from someone in the past." Legacies, for example, can be set up as funds that
provide money in perpetuity for a cause. In the case of Faith UCC in Ft. Wayne, proceeds
from the sale of their building will establish a legacy of care for their preschool (run by the
new church owners) and the Associated Churches Food Bank. Both are critical ministries
that provide for those in need in northern Ft. Wayne.
When churches close, remaining funds often go toward establishing this type of a church
legacy. We encourage it, after all, since it means that the work of a church (in terms of
service to the community) may continue. But I am also challenged by the second definition
provided. What has been handed down to us from the past? What is the legacy from Jesus?
The message of the gospel - salvation, liberation, servant hood - is our first and most
important legacy. It comes to each of us as a gift from the past. As disciples we are called to
follow Jesus and share the good news of an amazing, saving God. This message of salvation
and liberation is our legacy. What then, are we doing with this legacy?
We may find it easier to focus on legacies of money, or of property. But our most valuable
legacies are not the buildings we treasure or the funds we establish. Instead, they are every
soul saved, every sin forgiven, every hunger fed, every vow taken, every conscience
awakened. The legacies of our churches reside in the awakening of a spiritual life; the
physical experience of acceptance; the challenge to rise to discipleship; the words of peace
spoken in the face of conflict; the laughter shared among believers. They are intangibles,
but they are the evidence of the gospel living among us.
I am challenged to question myself: which legacy matters the most to me? Is it the building
handed down from the past with all of its beauty and memories? Is it the historic stained
glass and solid oak pews? Or, is it the number of individuals who have gone out from the
building to serve others? Or, is it all the believers who experienced forgiveness and
reconciliation for the first time? Or, is it all the outcasts who have found a home?
Our legacy is the gospel. Our other, tangible legacies matter, but they are not the most
important legacy we carry. The most important treasure we have lives in our hearts and
transforms our souls. May it be our gift to the world.
Carrie Call c.call@ikcucc.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Phone: 574-266-9064
c/o G. Adamson
Email: stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
2328 Kenilworth Dr.
Elkhart, In 46514
Website: www.stjohnsuccelkhart.com
Webmaster: Kevin Harris
Face Book - St. John’s United Church of Christ
Northwest Association IKC - www.nwaikcucc.org
Indiana-Kentucky Conference - www.ikc.org
United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org

