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Faith, Comfort, and Positive Thinking
I have been thinking a lot lately
about faith, comfort, and positive
thinking. You see, my friend is dying
and you could say she has a good
positive attitude, but it is more than
that. It is strong faith in God.
The first night after she was told she
only had a week or maybe two to live
was a rough night for her. She said she
had faith in God that she was going to
Heaven, but it was the process of
getting there that worried her. Would
she have a lot of pain, would she die in
her sleep, how would she know when
she was dead? There were all these
questions spinning around in her head.
In the morning, she prayed to God
and told Him she was ready whenever
He was to take her home. Then she felt
such peace wash over her and she knew
God would be with her every step of the
way and she wasn’t going to worry
about it anymore. Her strong faith has
given her comfort and has comforted
her family and friends as well.
In the Bible, we read a lot of stories
about faith. In Exodus, we learn about
Moses and the Israelites. Sometimes
their faith wasn’t as strong as at other
times. Can you imagine running for ……
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your life trying to get away from
the angry Egyptian Army who is
bearing down on you? Then the
Red Sea is in front of you. What
are your choices to drown or to
be cut down by the soldiers?
You are helpless, but then God
steps in and gives Moses
instructions on how to part the
Red Sea and how to change it
back.
I have another friend who
also has a positive attitude
because of her strong faith.
Soon she will have to have
major surgery, but she trusts
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her doctors and she trusts God. She told me
that God has been with her all the way and He
will get her through. I told her we are praying
for her and she said she knows she can feel our
prayers.
We are to trust in God and that means
making
compassionate
and
sometimes
courageous choices. Faith is knowing that God
is with us every step of the way and He will part
the waters and strengthen our hearts.
Mary Ellen Harris
CONSISTORY MEETING – Monday, October 13,
6:30 pm, Golden Living Center

OCTOBER WORSHIP LEADERS
October 05 Pastor Laura Doty
Liturgist - George Adamson
12 Rev. Helen Nusbaum
Liturgist – Kelly Harris
19 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris
26 To Be Announced
Liturgist - Wayne Knudson

Thank you to everyone for helping out!
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF
PRAYER FOR PEACE

Sunday, September 21st was recognized as a Day of
Prayer for Peace. We read liturgy and prayed for peace
in the world at the worship service at Eastlake Terrace.
We are exploring having a Peace Pole made and
putting it up in the area that was the former St. John’s
at Third and Harrison. A Peace Pole has the words “May
peace reign on earth” on it in different languages.
.

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in the activities room or
lobby. Volunteers pick up donations
2nd Tuesdays.

ELKHART CROP HUNGER WALK
Sunday, October 5th, 1 pm Register
First Presbyterian Church
200 E. Beardsley

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Golden Living,
1001 W. Hively St.
nd
th
2 & 4 Wednesdays of the month
3:00 pm
October 8th & 22nd
Come and join us!
CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas) Kevin Harris
Dennis Harris
Sheila Papa
Elders
Courtney Papa (Pres) Jean Quillin
Mary Ellen Harris (VP) Jan Adamson (Sec)

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies,
nickels, dimes, quarters (U.S. would be
best) just lying on your dresser or
counter? Put it to good use by
donating this month to Susanna’s
Kitchen at Sunday morning Worship
Services. Thank you!

Prayer
By Carrie Call
Eternal God, in times of great change,
You are the changeless One.
In times of great suffering,
You are our comfort and help.
In times of great confusion,
You are our way and our beacon.
In times of great injustice,
You are our mercy and balm.
In our times of despair, unease and fear,
walk beside us, lift us up, and let us feel Your
empowering hand.

OCTOBER
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
and
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
EVERYONE IN OCTOBER!

We ask all of this,
In Jesus' name.
Amen.
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PRAYER WARRIORS

Four Winds Garden Club Scholarship Auction
Tuesday, October 14, Doors Open 6:00 pm
Bethel UM Church, 1200 N. Michigan - Proceeds
benefit Horticulture students at Purdue & Ball
State. Light refreshments served.

The Prayer Warriors are praying for
any concerns or joys that you may
have. Please call Mary Ellen, 293-7481
or Jan, 266-9064 with your requests or
email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com

Pray for Peace
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Memorial Site at Third and Harrison of former St. John’s Church

September 22, 2014
Recently, I led an event at a leadership gathering at which local leaders brought an artifact
that represented their ties to the local community. These ranged from images of grandparents
to college yearbooks to engraved ashtrays and more. We talked about why people are present
in this community. Some were there because their families had been there for generations and
others were newly arrived, seeking new lives. Two dynamics stood out in the ensuing
conversation - the press for innovation (new jobs, new directions, new horizons) and the pull of
conservation (family traditions, homesteads, values passed down). These two impulses - the
desire for conservation and for innovation - are always at work in our communities and often
come into conflict.
The same dynamic is present in our churches. I hear the twin voices of innovation and
conservation spoken aloud in many congregations. We say that we want to embrace both. We
need innovation to adapt to a changing world and we need conservation to hold to valuable
places and traditions. Yet I have learned that holding both at the same time is far more
challenging than we might expect.
In the writings of Ron Heifetz, "Adaptive Leadership" is defined as, "The practice of
mobilizing people to tackle tough challenges and thrive." In order to thrive, people must be
willing to "preserve the best in the organization for survival; regulate, rearrange or discard that
which no longer serves the organization's needs; and create new arrangements that allow the
organization to adapt and flourish in new ways and in changing environments." In general, we
are quite good at both preservation and creating of new arrangements. However, the
challenge is in the regulating, rearranging or discarding that which no longer serves the
organization's needs. In churches, this is the place where conflict lies in wait.
Heifetz reminds us that the greatest contributor to conflict in organizations is the fear of loss.
We argue and struggle because we fear losing something of value to us. On the preservation
side, maybe we fear changing our hymnals because the old hymns remind us of our parents.
Maybe we fear selling our building because it is the only place we have felt accepted. For those
championing innovation, we may fear that not moving quickly will result in loss of church
members. We might fear that without innovation the church cannot be a voice in the wider
community. Because our churches hold our hearts, there is deep potential for loss on all sides.
The task, then, is to find ways of encouraging us to look within, find out what we fear losing,
share it openly with others, experience being heard and valued, and take steps toward
considering what we can release and what we cannot release. This is a process that must be
intentional, and it takes time. There is no guarantee that conflict will end or that everyone will
end up happy. Instead, the higher goal is that everyone be heard and valued.
Innovation and conservation in dynamic balance is the lifeblood of the thriving community.
Both are necessary. With patience, perseverance and prayer, both are possible.
Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, Associate Conference Minister
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