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THE RIGHT SIZE
Not long ago my six year old grandson asked
me “Am I too skinny?” I said “No, God made
you just the right size.” He replied “No
grandma, what do you think?” “I don’t think
you are too skinny. I think you are the right
size. Why do you think you are too skinny?” I
asked him. “Well,” he answered “someone told
me I was too skinny.”
Our church is small and if we worry about
the size, we can get very discouraged. A
negative self-image for a church can be very
harmful just as it can be for a child. I think God
tries to encourage us just as I tried to
encourage my grandson that he was just the
right size.
I was at a used book store last month when a
title of this book got my attention, “Small
Churches are the Right Size” by David R. Ray. I
pulled the book off the shelf and began to read
the back cover. It really got my attention when
I read that the author had been a pastor for
eleven years at Trinitarian Congregational
Church UCC of Warwick, Massachusetts. I
figured this is a God wink and that God wanted
me to read this book.
God is encouraging me through this book.
Ray reminds me that “Repeatedly throughout
scripture, God affirms the few, the
small, the insignificant.” Remember, too, that
the early Christians started out as small groups
meeting in homes.
David R. Ray knew the realities and
problems of a small church as that UCC church
he was pastor of at the time had only 14 active
members, no active young people, and only 2 in
the church choir. By the way, the church is over

HAPPY
VALENTINE’S DAY!
COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!
250 years old and still going strong
with 35 members; however, they
have a different pastor now.
In his book, Ray says that new
people will be attracted or repelled
by the people in a small church,
more than in their programs. “We
are who we are, the body of Christ in
this place.” He continues with “The
small church is free to be what no
one else can be - an intimate, caring,
faithful people, colored by their own
zany, peculiar, intriguing chemistry
of history, and personality.”
What I believe God is saying to me
is that our church is the right size
and that we are in the right place.
We do make a difference. No matter
how small we are, our church is still
part of the body of Christ.
I am encouraged. I pray our
church can be an example to
encourage other small churches that
they, too, are the right size.

Mary Ellen Harris

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters (U.S. would be best) just lying on your
dresser or counter? Put it to good use by donating
this month to The Reason 4 Hope at Sunday morning
Worship Services. Thank you!

CONSISTORY MEETING – Monday, February 9,
6:00 pm, Golden Living

FEBRUARY WORSHIP LEADERS
February 01 Pastor Laura Doty
Liturgist - George Adamson
08 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist - Courtney Papa
15 Rev. Helen Nusbaum
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris
22 Rev. Bruce Naylor
Liturgist - Wayne Knudson

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in the activities room or
lobby. Volunteers pick up donations
2nd Tuesdays.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Golden Living Campus,
1001 W. Hively Ave
nd
th
2 & 4 Wednesdays of the month
2:00 pm
February 11th and 25th
Come and join us!

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas) Kevin Harris (VP)
Dennis Harris
Sheila Papa
Elders
Jan Adamson (Pres)
Jean Quillin
Mary Ellen Harris (Sec)
Courtney Papa

BRENTWOOD SERVICE
Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY
NEXT SERVICE
February 15th
2:30 PM

Leading the service will be
Stephanie Salisbury, Message
Jan Adamson, Music

COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

PRAYER
By Joyce Smidley, Chair
IKC Board of Directors
Thank you for the gifts
you have given each of us and allow us
the willingness
to share those gifts
and ask for help
when gifts we do not possess are needed.

FEBRUARY
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
and
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
Everyone in February!

May we not be impatient with ourselves,
but thankful
that the gifts we were given we are able to
strengthen, so that we might share them with
others.
With great gratitude
for the multitude of skills and abilities
that abound for sharing.

We’re planning to have a Bible
Study during Lent - Place, Date &
Time to be determined. Please let
us know if you are interested in
attending.

Amen

PRAYER WARRIORS
Important Dates for 2015
Ash Wednesday - February 18
Palm Sunday - March 29
Easter Sunday - April 5

The Prayer Warriors are pray-ing
for any concerns or joys that you
may have. Please call Mary Ellen
at 293-7481 or Jan at 266-9064
with your requests or email us at
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com

January 19, 2015
At a recent committee on ministry meeting, one of our clergy members offered devotions
around the theme of wisdom. One line in particular has stayed with me over the past two
weeks: "We do not become wise alone." This struck me, because often when we think about
wisdom figures, they seem to stand alone. They are pillars of empathy and justice, leaders
calling forth prophetically for change in the world. Yet none of us becomes wise alone. We
need one another (our questions, loving challenge, accountability) and we need prayerful
conversation with God. Either one alone may lead us on a path of perceived wisdom. But
only the three working together bring us to wisdom that is truly authentic, humble and
transformative.
Here's an example: years ago, I had made a decision about my own vocation. I felt this
was in response to my personal relationship to (and conversations with) God and I was
certain of my actions. I sat down to have a conversation with my pastor and explained to her
the decision I had reached. I expected her to affirm the obvious wisdom of my direction.
Instead, she asked me, in her lovely southern accent, "Did it ever occur to you that you
might be wrong?" I was stunned and speechless. What could I say? "Uh, no, actually, it never
occurred to me!"
That day was a reminder to me that seeking wisdom must be done in conversation.
There are questions and there are challenges that need to be heard - that we need to hear.
We need to hear them from God and from one another and we need to listen. We need less
certainty and more possibility.
Martin Luther King, Jr. knew this secret of wisdom. We often think of him as a lone
figure, standing against the tide of racism and injustice. But nothing could be further form
the truth. King was one of many who worked for civil rights. He listened to his peers - to the
questions, the alternate ideas, the frustrations, the convictions and he listened to God. They
grew in wisdom together, even when it meant suffering and rejection and brutality. What
we forget is that wisdom can be shared. It can be sought as a community. In King's time, it
showed its face in nonviolent protests, in prayers for the enemy, in speaking the truth in
love, in prayerful firmness in the face of injustice. He chose what he called "a more excellent
way" - he rejected both complacency and violence. He sought the wisdom of God's way with
brothers and sisters in faith.
As disciples, we need to commit ourselves anew to this more excellent way. Whatever
the issue, cause, concern, fear or hope, we must be seekers of wisdom within our
communities. The Church is the nest to hold the seekers: seekers of justice and also of
forgiveness; seekers of truth and also of reconciliation.
Rev. Dr. Carrie Call, Associate Conference Minister
c.call@ikcucc.org

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY - YEAR B
Epiphany
First reading
Year B
Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany
Deuteronomy
February 1, 2015
18:15-20
Presentation of the Lord
February 2, 2015
Malachi 3:1-4
Fifth Sunday after the
Epiphany
February 8, 2015

Isaiah 40:21-31

Transfiguration Sunday
February 15, 2015
2 Kings 2:1-12
(Last Sunday before Lent)

Psalm

Second reading

Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1Mark 1:21-28
13

Psalm 84
or
Psalm 24:710

Hebrews 2:14-18 Luke 2:22-40

Psalm 147:1- 1 Corinthians
11, 20c
9:16-23

Gospel

Mark 1:29-39

Psalm 50:1-6

2 Corinthians 4:3Mark 9:2-9
6
2 Corinthians
5:20b-6:10

Ash Wednesday
February 18, 2015

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
or
Isaiah 58:1-12

Psalm 51:117

Lent Year B
First Sunday in Lent
February 22, 2015

First reading

Psalm

Genesis 9:8-17

Psalm 25:110

Second reading
1 Peter 3:18-22

Matthew 6:1-6,
16-21
Gospel
Mark 1:9-15

CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Phone: 574-266-9064
c/o G. Adamson
Email: stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
2328 Kenilworth Dr.
Elkhart, In 46514
Website: www.stjohnsuccelkhart.com
Webmaster: Kevin Harris
Face Book - St. John’s United Church of Christ
Northwest Association IKC - www.nwaikcucc.org
Indiana-Kentucky Conference - www.ikc.org
United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org

