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COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM
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Focus Scripture
Ruth 1:1-18
Our reading begins the beautiful story of
Ruth and Naomi, which, many scholars say,
explains the ancient levirate law that requires
the nearest male relative of a dead husband to
marry, protect and provide for his relative's
widow. Or perhaps it is a critique of the exilic
laws that forbade Israelite men from marrying
foreign women.
In any case, the narrator of the book of Ruth
tells a story about faithful loving kindness with
great artistry and deep feeling. The characters
that really matter, even more than the
powerful Boaz (who would typically be the
hero of the piece), are those most on the
margins, the least powerful, those with the
fewest resources except for their wits, their
determination, their faithfulness to one
another. Naomi, Orpah, and Ruth are nobodies
once their husbands die. The system collapses
for them, and they have to resort to last
resorts: Orpah turns back, but Ruth re-fuses to
take that path, literally.
This week's reading is the familiar but
incomprehensible and stunning declaration of
a covenant commitment that puts many
marriages, both contemporary and historical,
to shame: she promises lifelong faithfulness

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!

support, and care to this bitter old
woman, not even her own kin, a
foreigner to her and her people.
Ruth puts herself second to the
needs of this other woman, and
promises to make a life with her in a
land strange to her but holding the
promises of a God she does not
know. "Your God will be my God,"
she says, and what a response from
God, who makes her the
foremother of David and, in faith, of
each of us. No wonder, then, that
Ruth's name means "Beloved."
Reflection by Kate Matthews (Huey)
Weekly Seeds – The United Church of
Christ

COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters (U.S. would be best) just lying on your
dresser or counter? Put it to good use by donating
this month to Church Community Services at Sunday
morning Worship Services. Thank you!

CONSISTORY MEETING – Monday, November 9th,
6:00 pm, Adamson Residence

NOVEMBER WORSHIP LEADERS
November 01 Laura Doty, Pastor
Liturgist - Courtney Papa
08 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist - Carol Conley
15 Rev. Helen Nusbaum
Liturgist – Wayne Knudson
22 Rev. David Boothby
Liturgist - Kelly Harris
29 Brant Beckett
lst Sunday of Advent
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in the activities room or
lobby. Volunteers pick up donations 2nd Tuesdays.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Greenleaf Health Campus
1201 E. Beardsley St.
nd
th
2 & 4 Wednesdays of the month
2:00 pm
November 11th & 25th
Come and join us!

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas)
Dennis Harris
Elders
Jan Adamson (Pres)
Mary Ellen Harris (Sec)

Kevin Harris (VP)
Wayne Knudson
Jean Quillin
Courtney Papa

BRENTWOOD SERVICE
INDIANA KENTUCKY CONFERENCE
COMING EVENTS
Installation of Rev. Elizabeth Harbin
First Congregational UCC, Elkhart
Sunday, November 22nd

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is
good; His love endures forever.
Psalm 107: 1

Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY
NEXT SERVICE
November 15th
2:30 PM
Jamelle Godlewski, Message
Karen Hoover, Music

NEW BABY CONGRATULATIONS!

NOVEMBER
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
and
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO
EVERYONE IN NOVEMBER!

PRAYER
Gracious God, grant me a patient heart. Calm
my anxiety, slow my rushing mind, soothe my
jangled nerves. You are with me. Be with me in
my breathing. Grant me the patience to see
those in need before me, to hear the voices
around me, to embrace the moment you've
given me. Amen.
By Rev. Dr. Carrie Call

WHITLOCK FISH FRY
A Fish Fry at the Whitlock will be held November
13th from 4-7:00 pm. The Whitlock is an Independent Living Community, located in Bremen &
is supported by UCC churches through the Michiana Benevolent Society, Inc.

ANNUAL MEETING
ST. JOHN’S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
All members are encouraged to attend
St. John’s Annual Meeting on
Sunday, November 22nd
following the Worship Service.

THANKSGIVING BLESSINGS
Lord, as we bow our heads to pray,
We celebrate Thanksgiving Day.
Help us have the right attitude, as we
turn to you in gratitude.
Thank you for our festive mood;
Thank you, Lord, for this food;
Thanks for blessings great and small;
Thank you, thank you for it all. Amen.
By Joanna Fuchs http://www.poemsource.com/
thanksgiving-prayers.html

PRAYER WARRIORS
The Prayer Warriors are praying
for any concerns or joys that you
may have. Please call Mary Ellen,
293-7481 or Jan, 266-9064 with
your requests or email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com
Give thanks to the LORD,
for He is so good, His mercy endures forever. Psalm 136

REVISED COMMON LECTIONARY
Season after
Pentecost
Year B

First* reading and
Psalm

Proper 26 (31)
Twenty-Third Sunday
after Pentecost
November 1, 2015

Ruth 1:1-18

Proper 27 (32)
Ruth 3:1-5;
Twenty-Fourth Sunday
4:13-17
after Pentecost
November 8, 2015
Psalm 127
Proper 28 (33)
Twenty-Fifth Sunday
after Pentecost
November 15, 2015
Reign of Christ Proper 29 (34)
Twenty-Sixth Sunday
after Pentecost
November 22, 2015

Alternate* First
reading and Psalm

Mark 12:2834

Hebrews 9:24-28

Mark 12:3844

Psalm 146

1 Samuel 2:1- Psalm 16
10 **

Hebrews 10:11-14,
Mark 13:1-8
(15-18), 19-25

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Revelation 1:4b-8

John 18:3337

1 Timothy 2:1-7

Matthew
6:25-33

Second reading

Gospel

Psalm 132:1- Psalm 93
12, (13-18)

First reading Psalm

Gospel

Hebrews 9:11-14

1 Kings 17:8-16

Thanksgiving Day, USA Joel 2:21-27
November 26, 2015
Psalm 126
Hosea 2:1420

Advent
Year B

Second reading

Deuteronomy 6:1-9

1 Samuel 1:420
Daniel 12:1-3

2 Samuel
23:1-7

YEAR B

First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 64:1-9 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 Mark 13:24-37
November 30, 2014

Sept. 7, 2015
Learning to fish taught me much about patience. The eventual payoff was good (bass or trout),
but I had to learn to be okay with waiting. Lately, I've been thinking that it might do us all
some good to go fishing. That is because patience is a lost art these days. We are a culture
permeated by impatience. We can see evidence of it all around us. We are impatient drivers "Come on buddy, pull out already!" We are impatient on the internet - "Why isn't that
downloading faster?" We are impatient in the grocery store - "Are you serious? She's actually
writing a check?!" And well, I know you have your own examples.
We can be blessed in our waiting if we curb our impatience. Here's the danger of impatience it makes us self-absorbed and it takes us away from the present moment. We become blind to
the beauty that may be next to us; deaf to the voice of a friend trying to tell us what's on her
mind; absent from the child who may be holding our hand. Impatience narrows us, it closes us
and it shuts down our ability to be truly present. We cannot hear God's voice in the moment
nor see the blessing (however small) that may be offered to us. The blessing may be the words
of a stranger, the sight of the birds swooping in a flock, the sound of the crickets at night, or
even the smile on the face of the person bagging our groceries. We also miss the opportunity
to be a blessing to others.
What would happen if we made more of an effort to embrace time, rather than to "kill" it?
What if we considered patience a spiritual practice? What might patience-in-action look like?
Here's a small example: What if when impatient in the grocery store, instead of mentally
criticizing the person in front of us in line for "making us late," we lifted up a prayer for her?
What if, instead of complaining to the barista about waiting, we took the time to thank her
and tell her we hope her day gets easier? What if, instead of rushing from stoplight to
stoplight we slow down and look around us? What beauty might we see in God's creation?
These are small examples, but I have come to believe there can be a blessing in the waiting.
Our impatience shows up in serious situations too. Yet even there, we can be a blessing or
receive a blessing. For example, by taking the time to express our love to others while waiting
for a difficult diagnosis; or by writing letters to those serving overseas; or taking the time to
look into the eyes of loved ones while in hospice.
Our time is a gift from God. Look carefully at your own rushing. Consider your own impatience.
Are you missing the blessing in the waiting?
Carrie Call
c.call@ikcucc.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
St. John’s United Church of Christ
Phone: 574-266-9064
c/o G. Adamson
Email: stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
2328 Kenilworth Dr.
Elkhart, In 46514
Website: www.stjohnsuccelkhart.com
Webmaster: Kevin Harris
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Northwest Association IKC - www.nwaikcucc.org
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United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org

