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Reflection by Kate Matthews
Focus Scripture - Matthew 4:1-11
We begin the season of Lent with the story
of Jesus' lonely struggle in the barren wilderness, right after the amazing incident down at
the river when he was baptized and the voice
of God pronounced him God's Beloved Son,
the only sign Jesus has received so far in the
Gospel that he's someone special. So we might
wonder if he was so affected by that dramatic
revelation that he felt driven by a need to be
alone and figure out what all of that exactly
meant. That's one way of reading that "the
Spirit" drove him into the desert. The way
Matthew tells the story, Jesus experienced
hunger, loneliness and maybe even doubt out
there in the wilderness. He was tempted to
relieve his suffering by turning stones into
bread (just for himself, of course), and by
testing God (just to make sure what he had
heard down by the river was really true), and
by grabbing power and glory even if it cost him
his loyalty to the one true God whose Child he
was.
It's not unusual for us to fall prey to the
temptation to keep our focus narrow and
limited, and perhaps it's understandable when
the world holds so much possibility for pain on
the other side of our defenses. We'll take care
of ourselves, and our family, and maybe our
church, and perhaps the neighborhood around
it, but we really don't have time or energy or
ability to reach beyond those narrow lines
drawn protectively around us and our loved
ones, "the people we know." However, Jesus'
mission was anything but small, and God's
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COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!
love was reaching out to the whole
world through him, as it continues
to do today. As Thomas Long says,
"Jesus resisted the temptation to
make the gospel too small." How
often would we like to skip over the
part of our spiritual journey that
demands emptiness and sacrifice, to
take a detour around Calvary to
enjoy the sweet, comforting time in
the garden, alone, with the risen
and glorified Jesus. Instead, we
need to spend some time in those
empty places within us that belong
to God alone, listening to a gospel
larger than we had ever considered,
and opening ourselves for what is
yet to come.
The Rev. Kathryn Matthews
(matthewsk@ucc.org) retired in July after
serving as the dean of Amistad Chapel at
the national offices of the United Church
of Christ in Cleveland, Ohio

COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters (U.S. would be best) just lying on your
dresser or counter? Put it to good use by donating
this month to Ryan’s Place at Sunday morning
Worship Services. Thank you!

CONSISTORY MEETING – Wednesday, March 1st,
6:00 pm, Adamson Residence

MARCH WORSHIP LEADERS
March 05 Laura Doty, Pastor
Liturgist - Courtney Papa
12 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist - Carol Conley
19 Laura Doty
Liturgist – George Adamson
26 Rev. David Boothby
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

54th ANNUAL GATHERING OF THE
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
When: June 9, 2017, 7:00 am to June 10,
2017, 1:00 pm Where: Indianapolis
Conference Business and Workshops
primarily Friday, June 9th
The Annual Gathering will focus on sharing the
stories of our churches, ministries, and
communities we serve. The work-shops will feature
opportunities to learn from one another on the
ways our stories are told- is it through writing and
devotionals? Photography? Music? Art?

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in the activities room or
lobby. Volunteers pick up
donations 2nd Tuesdays.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Eastlake Terrace Senior Living
3109 E. Bristol Street
nd
th
2 & 4 Wednesdays of the month
2:00 pm
March 8th & 22nd
Come and join us!

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas)
Dennis Harris
Elders
Jan Adamson (Pres)
Mary Ellen Harris (Sec)

Kevin Harris (VP)
Wayne Knudson
Jean Quillin
Courtney Papa

GREENLEAF SERVICE
Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 2nd SUNDAY
March 12th - 1:15 pm

BRENTWOOD SERVICE
Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY
March 19th - 1:30 pm
EVERYONE WELCOME AT
EITHER SERVICE

SOME WORDS TO PONDER
Billy Graham, 20th century
"The devil doesn't need to invent any new
temptations; the old ones work as well as they
ever have."
Leo Tolstoy, 19th century
"Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no
one thinks of changing himself."

MARCH
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
and
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:

Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, 19th century
"Angry people are not always wise."

EVERYONE IN MARCH!

Maya Angelou, 20th century
"Hate, it has caused a lot of problems in the
world, but has not solved one yet."

PRAYER
God of mercy, your word was the
sure defense of Jesus in his time of
testing. Minister to us in the wilderness of our temptation, that we who
have been set free from sin by Christ
may serve you well into life everlasting. Amen. (The Rev. Kathryn Matthews)

PRAYER WARRIORS

PLASTIC CAPS FOR A RECYCLED BENCH
We’re getting closer to 400 lbs….about 40 lbs
more is all we need. Thank you all for your
donations.

The Prayer Warriors are praying
for any concerns or joys that you
may have. Please call Mary Ellen,
293-7481 or Jan, 266-9064 with
your requests or email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com

Lenten Art Project 2017
First Congregational United Church of Christ ~ Elkhart, IN
Northwest Association / Indiana-Kentucky Conference
Project Description / Call for Artists: A group of regional artists will focus on Lenten
scripture passages each week. During the period of Lent each person will work on at
least one artistic project reflecting his or her interpretation or reflection on the scripture
of Lent or on the general themes or concepts of the Lenten Season. An exhibit of
completed art projects will occur the Saturday following Easter.
Logistics:
• Information about this project will be shared with the churches of the Northwest
Association, we hope for a wide range of representation from across the NWA and
make no distinction between artists and crafters – we are all artists!
• All participants agree to read and reflect on a weekly scripture passage.
• All will receive the passage via email and will be encouraged to share comments and
reflections with other members of the group. There will also be a closed Facebook
group for artists who use Facebook. If an artist is interested but does not use email we
will get the information to them via other means.
• Each artist commits to creating at least one art project during the 40 days of Lent.
This work should be an interpretation of or a reflection on the passages we will
consider. Artists can focus on one particular passage, phrase, or word - or they can
focus on a theme or concept of the Lenten season.
• Artists agree to include at least one piece of art in the exhibit that will take place the
Saturday following Easter. Those who are available can also attend and provide
commentary and reflection for visitors. (Note: attendance at the reception is not
necessary for participation!)
Art Media Accepted: We seek individuals who are interested in expressing themselves artistically in the medium of their choice, and are willing to engage in reflection
on Christian themes during Lent. Further, your Christian theology is not under review
or up for discussion! We do not expect or require any particular theological or spiritual
development or position. All voices and perspectives are welcome. In the past participants have created drawings, paintings, ceramics, woven textiles, sculptures, glass art,
beaded jewelry, ironwork, photography, multimedia projects, sewn fabric projects (like
stoles), and music, all mediums are welcome!
Exhibit: The exhibit of the art from the project will take place on Saturday April 22,
2017, hours TBA at First Congregational UCC in Elkhart. Refreshments will be
provided. Please contact Lynn Young or Judy Atwater at your earliest convenience if
you would like to participate. The contacts will be used to create the distribution list for
weekly scriptures, resource sharing etc.
The Lenten Project will kick off on Sunday March 5, 2017 when the first scriptures and resources will be shared with participants who have contacted us.
Lynn Young: Student Pastor - mowequa@gmail.com - 574.540.1332
Judy Atwater - jatwater08@gmail.com
First Congregational United Church of Christ ~ Elkhart, IN

FROM ST. JOHN’S 1984 LENTEN DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET
By Wayne Lauver
Read 1 John 4:7-16
“…….If we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.
GOD IS LOVE. If it is possible to summarize the teachings of the Bible in a single sentence,
God’s love would have to be recognized somehow. Constant reference is made to love
throughout the Bible. In the Old Testament, Micah exhorts the children of God: “And what
doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly and to love mercy…?” (Micah 6:8)
John restates the Old Testament theme when he writes: “For God so loved the world……”
(John 3:16) An “eleventh commandment” is prescribed by Jesus: “Love one another. As I
have loved you, so you must love one another.” (John 13:34)
The opposite of love is hate; it is destructive and evidences of it can be found in crime, war,
and thoughtless deeds which bring about pain and sorrow to our fellow man.
Love is positive, bringing joy and light to those who receive it and to those who give it.
Love built the Taj Mahal, guided the lives of Albert Schweitzer, Anne Frank and countless
others whose lives have benefited all mankind. And love gave us the greatest gift of all—
the gift of eternal life, brought to us by the death of Christ, whose love for us enabled him to
endure the agony of the cross.
As Christians, we can do no less than to love one another.
PRAYER: Dear God, help us to love as Christ loved us---every day of the year. AMEN.
***********************************************************************************************
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