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WEEKLY SEEDS
Sunday, July 30, 2017
Focus Theme: Honor
Focus Prayer:
Seed-planting, fish-netting, bread-baking, pearlhunting God, you shape us into living parables.
Pray with your Spirit in us so that we may
understand our experiences as healing metaphors, and become creative and abundant
stewards of the environment you entrusted to
our love. Amen.
Focus Reading: Genesis 29:15-28
Reflection by Karen Georgia Thompson
The story of Jacob continues, and the saga of
the development of the lineage of Abraham.
Jacob is not the most upstanding citizen. His story
to date has been steeped in greed, self-interest,
scheming and cheating. Jacob is on the run after
cheating his brother out of his birth right and the
blessing of their father Isaac. Genesis 29:15-28
focuses our attention on Jacob finding a wife.
There is concern here as else-where with having
children and fulfilling the promise made to
Abraham in Genesis 12. The men in the story are
the fathers of the children--the women seem
secondary, necessary only for bearing children,
and they prove problematic as barrenness
continues as a theme, a barrier to the fulfillment
of God's promise. Somewhere in the midst, we
encounter God's grace, mercy and forgiveness
that continue to be present even with Jacob, who
strives to be more than "the least of these" by
cheating his way through life repeatedly.
What does it mean when the presence of God
is not as obvious as angels going before? Do we
have to offer fervent frequent prayers at all

F. R. O. G.
Forever Relying On God

COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
EVERY SUNDAY AT 10:15 AM

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!
times to know that God is going to be
with us in the choices we make?
Jacob may not be the most upstanding citizen but that is not to say
that the presence of God is not with
him throughout and even in the
midst of his sometimes malfunctioned approach to making decisions. There is room to explore what
it means to weave a future where
God does not seem present, but
where God somehow is made
manifest and the promises of God
are fulfilled. This is perhaps one of
the many challenges in the text. We
can judge Jacob, but there is
something to be said about the
presence of God with him, and how
the presence of God with him is
revealed.
The Reverend Karen Georgia Thompson serves
as Minister for Ecumenical and Interfaith
Relations in the Office of the General Minister
and President of the United Church of Christ

COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

“CHANGE FOR OTHERS”
Do you have any spare pennies, nickels, dimes,
quarters (U.S. would be best) just lying on your
dresser or counter? Put it to good use by donating
this month to Heifer International at Sunday morning
Worship Services. Thank you!

FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
We collect nonperishable food
items for the Church Community
Services Food Pantry. A barrel is
located in front or lobby.
Volunteers pick up
donations 2nd Tuesdays.

CONSISTORY MEETING – Wednesday, August 2nd,
6:00 pm, Adamson Residence

AUGUST WORSHIP LEADERS
August 06 Laura Doty, Pastor
Liturgist – George Adamson
13 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist - Carol Conley
20 Stephanie Salisbury
Liturgist – Courtney Papa
27 Rev. David Boothby
Liturgist - Kelly Harris

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

Any inspiring stories or pictures you’d
like to share in this newsletter?
We’re looking for stories and pictures about our church
history or any inspirational articles for this newsletter.
Everything would be subject to approval by the Board.
Please call Mary Ellen, 293-7481 or Jan, 266-9064
Email: stjohnsuccelkhart@gmail.com

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
We meet at
Eastlake Terrace Senior Living
3109 E. Bristol Street
nd
th
2 & 4 Wednesdays of the month
2:00 pm
August 19th & 23rd
Come and join us!

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Deacons
George Adamson (Treas) Kevin Harris (VP)
Dennis Harris
Wayne Knudson
Elders
Courtney Papa (Pres)
Jean Quillin
Jan Adamson (Sec)
Mary Ellen Harris

BRENTWOOD SERVICE
Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY
August 20th - 1:30 pm
EVERYONE WELCOME !

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK
FOR MORE PICTURES AND INFORMATION!
stjohnsuccelkhart.com
St. John’s United Church of Christ - facebook

AUGUST
SAVE THE DATE!!
Elkhart County CROP Hunger Walk
Sunday, October 1st, 2017
Island Park, Elkhart
Registration: 1:30 pm
Walk begins at 2:00 pm
This is a county wide walk and a portion of the
proceeds will go to a local food bank. Recruiter
Packets will be available at a resource and
information meeting Tuesday, August 8, 2017
from 6:00 to 7:00 pm at Central Christian Church,
418 W. Franklin St., Elkhart, IN. All recruiters and
interested walkers are invited to attend. Please
park in the rear parking lot and use the rear
entrance. If you cannot attend please call Mike
Iavagnilio at 574-262-2154 or email as below.
More Information
www.crophungerwalk.org/elkhartin
mike.iavagnilio@looktrailers.com

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:
AND
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO:
EVERYONE IN AUGUST!

BIBLE STUDY MEETING

PRAYER WARRIORS

Bible Study group meeting at Eastlake Terrace
on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. Laura Doty
is currently leading. Everyone is welcome.

The Prayer Warriors are praying
for any concerns or joys that you
may have. Please call Mary Ellen,
293-7481 or Jan, 266-9064 with
your requests or email us at:
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com
web: stjohnsuccelkhart.com

PLEASE PRAY
FOR PEACE!

JOURNEY FROM CAPS TO PARK BENCH
The Consistory first started talking about collecting plastic caps to be recycled into a park
bench in June of 2015 after hearing how the Four Winds Garden Club of Elkhart did it. Then we
decided to seriously start collecting in August 2015.
We had people of all ages donating caps, including 10 children, people from Brentwood
Senior Living and Eastlake Terrace Assisted Living as well as friends and members of St. John’s
UCC. One lady had her daughter in Ohio saving caps; another lady went to see her family in
another state and they gave her a lot of caps to donate to us. I want to thank ALL of you who
saved caps. We couldn’t have done it without you!
Collecting the caps was only part of the job. Next we had to sort out the ones that couldn’t
be used. Lids made with metal were not acceptable, but Denny
knocked out the metal centers along with the plastic rings,
making them ok to donate. Lids from fast food restaurants
weren’t allowed as well as any lids larger than 8 inches in
diameter; a few larger lids were cut in fourths. It wasn’t till
later that we found out that medicine bottles were acceptable
if the labels were taken completely off. Some labels came off
easily, but most had to be soaked for 24 hours in professional strength adhesive remover. As
you can guess, I didn’t let the children help with that part and I wore gloves and a mask when I
work on that. After a number of months, I decided the medicine bottles weren’t worth the
extra trouble, so we stopped collecting them.
After the caps and lids were sorted, they were weighed and washed, about 2 to 3 lbs a
day. We put them on old dehydrator trays to dry for 24 hours. Then we put them into 55
gallon trash bags. My two grandsons helped with the sorting, weighing and washing. I admit I
sometimes got bored with putting the lids on the trays and started making patterns and later
spelling out words with bottle caps.

In 2016, I contacted Green Tree Plastics, where the benches are made, to register our church
officially. They told me on average it takes 2 years for a group to get enough caps to make a
bench. The bench we wanted had a back and was 6 feet long. We needed 400 lbs of caps plus
$225.00; if we wanted the boards colored it was $50.00 extra.

The Consistory then had to decide where the bench would go. We talked about several
places. We decided on Eastlake Terrace because we wanted a place where the bench would
be used and not just looked at. The activity director at Eastlake Terrace said they had just
been talking about buying a bench or two and said the residents would really appreciate one.
By the end of May 2017, we had roughly 425 lbs of plastic. I wanted the extra in case my
scales were off or if I had made any mistakes. I worried that we would be short 1 or 2 lbs so
Jan added a few more.
Jan made an appointment for our caps to be delivered June 22, 2017 to Green Tree Plastics
in Evansville, In. The church rented a cargo van. Denny and George loaded the 9 large bags
into the van; Jan and George drove the van to Evansville.
At Green Tree Plastics, employees unloaded the bags and dumped the caps into a very
large box. The fact that it filled the box was a good sign we had enough caps. They also said
that the medicine bottles had the best quality of plastic when I thought it wasn’t worth it. We
ended up with 448 lbs total.
Employees loaded the bench into the van. The Adamson’s brought the bench home. George
and Denny unloaded it under the tree near the parking lot at Eastlake Terrace.
It’s nice to hear that the residents use it a lot. They walk around the parking lot to get some
exercise stopping to rest on the bench. We had one of our Prayer Shawl meetings outside
where we sat on the bench. On Sunday mornings after church our members have been trying
it out. My hope is that you will come check it out if you haven’t already. You might be
surprised at how sturdy it is. A date hasn’t been set yet, but we hope to have a dedication
service soon. Everyone is invited to come. Hope to see you soon
Mary Ellen
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