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I sure got a lot of “likes” when I
shared on Facebook that I saw the first
robin come to my yard! Cocoa by the
fireplace is cozy, but after a long, cold
winter, our bodies long for the warm
sunshine.
Just like our bodies are ready for
the warmth and coming to life of nature
in Spring, our souls, after a long time of
preparation during Lent, long to embrace
our new life in a risen Christ!
As I read the account of Holy
Week in Mark, I began to realize anew
just how much God loves each one of us
to sacrifice His only son for us. He did
this so that we could always be with Him,
now and in eternity. This is the good
news of the gospels!
“When I Survey the Wondrous
Cross” is one of my favorite hymns. The
words are so moving! I often get tears
in my eyes when I sing the third and
fourth verses:
“See, from His head, His hands, His
feet, Sorrow and love flow mingled
down…
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!”
Continued Next Column………………………………….

COME TO WORSHIP WITH US AT THE
EASTLAKE TERRACE!
No matter who you are or where you are on
life’s journey, you’re welcome here at St. John’s
United Church of Christ.

Easy Access -We’re just inside the
front door!

As we celebrate Easter, let us all
be willing to tell everyone that
Christ is risen indeed!
Pastor Laura

CHANGE FOR OTHERS
“Change for Others” is our program where we collect
spare change and donate it to different charities. We
change charities every quarter. St. John’s then matches
the amount collected. This quarter “Change for Others”
is going towards buying Blankets for Church World
Services. CWS donors and congregations provide
thousands of CWS Blankets each year. These blankets can
be a vital resource for someone needing a little support,
warmth and encouragement.

IMPORTANT DATES FOR
APRIL
1 – Easter
and April Fools Day
2 – World Autism Awareness Day
and Dyngus Day
17 – Tax Day
22 – Earth Day

CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Mary Ellen Harris (Pres)
Wayne Knudson (VP)
Jan Adamson (Sec)
George Adamson (Treas)
Dennis Harris

APRIL WORSHIP LEADERS
April

01 Laura Doty, Pastor
Liturgist – Kelly Harris
08 Stephanie Salisbury
Liturgist – Courtney Papa
15 Jamelle Godlewski
Liturgist – George Adamson
22 Rev. David Boothby
Liturgist – Mary Ellen Harris
29 Laura Doty
Liturgist – Wayne Knudson

Thank you to everyone for helping out!

Jean Quillin
Courtney Papa
Kelly Harris

CONSISTORY MEETING – Wednesday,
April 4, 6:00 pm, Adamson
Residence

COMMUNION
Every first Sunday is
Communion Sunday.

One Easter
by: Sharon Banigan
Joyfully, this Easter day,
I kneel, a little child, to pray;
Jesus, who hath conquered death,
Teach me, with my every breath,
To praise and worship thee.

APRIL

Historic April Fools’ Pranks
Millionaire auctions off iceberg: in 1978, a businessman
and adventurer named Dick Smith announced he would
be towing an iceberg from Antarctica to break into
smaller cubes for sale. He advertised that these Antarctic
ice cubes would freshen the taste of any drink for the
price of ten cents a cube. The media was on site in the
Sydney Harbor to report on the barge towing the iceberg,
which was revealed to actually sheets covered with
shaving cream and fire extinguishing foam.
Big Ben Goes Digital: The BBC reported in 1980 that the
famous Big Ben clock tower would be converted to a
digital clock in order to modernize the tower’s look. This
outraged many citizens, as the clock tower was a
historical part of London’s culture. BBC Japan even
offered the clock hands in a contest to the first four
callers, which actually resulted in some bidding.

HAPPY BI
BIRTH
RTHDAY TO:

AND
HAPPY
APPY ANNIVE
IVERSA
RSARY TO:
EVERYONE THIS MONTH!

Sweden Covers their TVs in Tights: in 1962, Sweden’s
only television channel announced that the station could
be viewed in color if one cut up tights and placed it over
the television’s screen, which would bend the television’s
light to make it appear in color. Thousands of Swedes cut
up stockings and taped them over their television only to
realize they were victims of a hoax.

PRAYER WARRIORS
The Prayer Warriors are praying for any concerns or joys
you may have. You can make a request on our website
stjohnsuccelkhart.com or email
stjohnsuccofelkhart@gmail.com. You can also call Mary
Ellen Harris, 293-7481 or Jan Adamson, 266-9064.

SUBSCRIBE TO PRAYER
To get a list of prayer request you have to subscribe to it
on our web page. You will not see all the requests unless
you have a subscription. You do not have to be a member
of our Prayer Warriors group or even a member of our
church to subscribe. For instructions on how to subscribe
please, email webmaster@sjtohnsuccelkhart.com

BRENTWOOD SERVICE
Provided by St. John’s
EVERY 3RD SUNDAY
th
April 15 - 1:30 pm
EVERYONE WELCOME
AT EITHER SERVICE

FOOD FOR FOLKS
Program helps support Church
Community Services, CCS. Food
donations go to individuals and
families from Elkhart County with
income below 185% of the Federal
poverty guide. Those who need food
are eligible to come shop for free
groceries once every month.
In February Elkhart County
endure, the worst flooding it has
seen in 45 years, forcing many to
evacuate their homes. CCS
supported emergency service
workers helping flood victims, by
supplying approximately 200 lbs. of
snacks, Gatorade, and water to
those working to assist people in
need.
Please help support CCS by bringing
nonperishable food items as well as
paper products and put them in the
box inside the entrance to Eastlake
Terrace. The items are picked up on
the second Tuesday of each month.
Thank you for your donations.

THANK YOU
On Sunday March 18th our guests
were the Handbell Choir of St.
Paul’s. It was a wonderful service.
Wish all of you could have been
there. Even the children got to help
play “Jesus Loves Me”.
We would like to thank Cindy &
Tom Robinett and the handbell choir
of St. Paul’s for coming.

To see more pictures and videos of this
event please check out our website.
http://stjohnsuccelkhart.com/special

PRAYER
God, thank you for Spring and the hope of
warmer, longer, brighter days. Thank you for the
coming of growth and life and birth. Thank you
that things are coming awake in the world. This
is what our calendar says, and we do see some
signs that it is real. But we also still struggle with
the residual layover of winter. Now we ask that
you bring into reality all that belongs in this
season. Your word says that we will have
provision, and hope, and joy, and health and
loving relationships here and now in this life.
We ask that what belongs in this season would
become actual in our practical lives. We hope in
you and in your promises. We hope in your gift of
Spring.

Lent
Year B

First reading

Psalm

Second reading

Gospel

Old Testament Readings and Psalms

Easter Vigil
April 1, 2018
ART -- PRAYER

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Genesis 1:1-2:4a and Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26
Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 and Psalm 46
Genesis 22:1-18 and Psalm 16
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 and Exodus 15:1b-13, 17-18
Isaiah 55:1-11 and Isaiah 12:2-6
Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4 or Proverbs 8:1-8, 19-21; 9:4b-6 and Psalm 19
Ezekiel 36:24-28 and Psalm 42, 43
Ezekiel 37:1-14 and Psalm 143
Zephaniah 3:14-20 and Psalm 98

New Testament Reading and Psalm
•

Romans 6:3-11 and Psalm 114

Gospel
• Mark 16:1-8
Resurrection of the
Lord
April 1, 2018
Easter Day
ART -- PRAYER
Easter Evening
April 1, 2018
ART -- PRAYER
Second Sunday of
Easter
April 8, 2018
ART -- PRAYER
Annunciation of the
Lord
April 9, 2018
ART -- PRAYER
Third Sunday of
Easter
April 15, 2018
ART -- PRAYER
Fourth Sunday of
Easter
April 22, 2018
ART -- PRAYER
Fifth Sunday of
Easter
April 29, 2018
ART -- PRAYER

*Acts 10:34-43
or
Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 118:1-2,
14-24

1 Corinthians 15:1-11
or
Acts 10:34-43

John 20:1-18
or
Mark 16:1-8

Isaiah 25:6-9

Psalm 114

1 Corinthians 5:6b-8

Luke 24:1349

*Acts 4:32-35

Psalm 133

1 John 1:1-2:2

John 20:1931

Psalm 45
*Isaiah 7:10-14 or
Psalm 40:5-10

Hebrews 10:4-10

Luke 1:26-38

*Acts 3:12-19

Psalm 4

1 John 3:1-7

Luke
24:36b-48

*Acts 4:5-12

Psalm 23

1 John 3:16-24

John 10:1118

*Acts 8:26-40

Psalm 22:25-31 1 John 4:7-21

John 15:1-8
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